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Ameba Colitis in a Child of Five Years. — G. J. Greil ( Archiv. 
Pediatrics, 1915, xxxii, 272) reports a case of ameba colitis in a child, 
aged five years. The condition began with distention and pain in the 
abdomen, and developed gradually into emaciation, with many blood- 
tinged movements a day, severe abdominal pain, and distention. On 
examining the stools, actively motile amebas were found. Marked 
improvement followed two hypodermic injections of one-tenth grain 
and one-eighth grain respectively during twenty-four hours. Emetin, 
grain one-sixth, was given every two days for three or four doses, and 
the child apparently recovered by rapid degrees after this. The stools 
were examined at the end of three weeks and again in one month, 
amebas were found, and the emetin given every other day for six doses. 
The examination at the end of this third month was negative and the 
patient declared cured. The case illustrates the importance of thorough 
and continued examination even when the patient is apparently well. 


Early Pulmonary Tuberculosis in Childhood.— Kenneth Fraser 
(.British Jour, of Tuberculosis, 1915, ix, 1) gives an analysis of the 
study of approximately 300 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis among 
children in elementary schools. Out of 29,750 children attending 
elementary schools in one county, 296 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis 
were diagnosed. The percentage distribution was: Whole county, 
0.8 per cent. Rural: boys, 0.8 per cent.; girls, 0.7 per cent. Urban: 
boys, 0.8 per cent.; girls, 0.9 per cent. In point of age, the number of 
cases increases rapidly from 19 at five years to 37 at six years, 38 at 
seven years, and 40 at eight years. These figures seem to constitute 
a serious indictment of the influence of school life on children pre¬ 
disposed to tuberculosis. The returns for weight and nutrition of these 
cases is striking. Of this series 24 per cent, were above average weight, 
10 per cent, were of average weight, and 64 per cent, were below average 
weight. Nutrition must be considered with weight, and at least 40 
per cent, of this series showed signs of impaired nutrition, which is 
probably the first visible sign of tuberculosis infection. Night sweating 
occurred in 55 per cent, of the cases. This has no weighty significance 
unless the sweats are markedly heavy. Coughing occurred in 45 per 
cent, of cases, the dry “hacking” cough being particularly significant 
of incipient phthisis. In this series, in only 1 case was neither apex 
involved, in 76 per cent, the apices of both lungs were affected. Where 
one apex alone was involved the right showed three times to once in 
the left. Moderate dulness occurred in 40 per cent., marked dulness 
in 91 per cent., and very slight dulness in 23 per cent, of the cases. 
Friction, denoting pleurisy, and fine crepitations when localized and 
persistent are the most valuable auscultatory signs. Within two 
years, 214 reexaminations were made and indicated that spontaneous 
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improvement is more common in girls than in boys, that it tends to 
increase from the sixth year onward, and that rural areas have a much 
greater tendency to develop spontaneous improvement than urban 
areas. 


Prognosis and Treatment of Congenital Syphilis. A Plea for Noti¬ 
fication. — Leonard, Findlay, and Madge Robertson (Glasgow 
Med. Jour., 1915, lxxxiii, 330) give a synopsis of results obtained with 
different methods during the last two years. The following methods 
were tested. Cases treated with mercurial inunction and in breast¬ 
fed children the administration of pot. iod. and hyd. perchlor. to the 
mother. This method uniformly shows a high death rate from the 
reports of other investigators and the authors’ figures in 18 cases 
show a mortality of 66 per cent., and of 71 per cent, for children under 
three months. Cases treated with joha and neosalvarsan by intra¬ 
muscular injections and mercurial inunction showed fairly good results 
but the method was discarded on account of the great pain, the necro¬ 
sis, and sloughing which often occurred. Cases treated with neosal¬ 
varsan by intravenous injections and mercurial inunction; in all, 
43 cases were so treated. In younger children the veins of the scalp 
and in older children the external jugular vein was used. Concentrated 
solutions were used, 0.05 to 0.3 gram to 3 or 5 c.c. normal saline. 
Twenty-two of the cases were under three months and including all 
cases that died within a year of the last injection showed a mortality 
rate of 45 per cent. Antenatal treatment in 7 cases is reported. This 
is the treatment of pregnant women by neosalvarsan intravenously and 
by mercurial inunction. The result was good, the children at birth 
and at subsequent examinations showing no clinical signs of syphilis 
and having negative Wassermann tests. In no case was the course 
of pregnancy interrupted. The uterine localization of the disease 
accounts for the absence of clinical manifestations in mothers of syphil¬ 
itic children. Congenital syphilis, even when vigorously treated shortly 
after birth is difficult to cure and has a high mortality. Of all the 
methods antenatal treatment with salvarsan would seem to give the 
best results from the above series and from the reports of Sauvage 
with 93 per cent, of cures and Bourret and Fabre with 100 per cent, 
of cures. For its proper execution, however, notification in some form 
or other is advisable and even essential, and syphilis should be added 
to this list of notifiable diseases so that the great number of cases be 
reduced by the proper treatment. 
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Indications and Contra-indications for the Use of Pituitary Prepara¬ 
tions in Obstetric Practice. — Vogt ( Ztschr. f. Geburtsh. u. Gynak., 
1915, Band lxxvi, Heft 3) contributes an interesting paper based 



